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Antimony was found in each of their bodies, and a grue-
some sight met the eyes of the Crown physicians. For in each
case the bodies of these young women, so long buried, were
almost perfectly preserved. Their faces were easily identified,
and even recognised, by their friends and relatives. " The
only difference/' said the woman who had nursed Mrs.
Spink, " was that the hair had grown a little longer on the
forehead : the face was perfect." And, Dr. Stevenson said,
" The face and hands were those of a woman who might
have been coffined the day before." For antimony has this
strange quality : while it destroys life, it preserves the body
from putrefaction, and for years the bodies of these two
women had lain preserved in common graves, to be con-
clusive evidence in the end against their murderer.
Many other witnesses came forward, and the Crown was
able to supply Carson with much of the history of this triple
murderer. Severin Klosowski had been a student of surgery
in Poland, and in a Polish hospital had practised as such.
Moreover, he kept, to the end, remarkable certificates as to
his skill and application in that calling. After a necessary
period of military service in the Russian Army, he came to
England and practised as a hairdresser's assistant in White-
chapel. The many customers whom he shaved here and at
Hastings were charmed by the conversation of the clever
barber, who knew so much of medical science and of the
world, but they can hardly have realised their danger. In
1888 he married a Polish girl named Lucy Baderski, and
two years afterwards emigrated to Jersey City in America. In
1892 he returned to England, and lived for a time in the
same house with his own wife and a woman named Annie
Chapman whom he made his mistress, and from whom he
took his English name. Fortunately for themselves, one after
the other these women left him, and so survived, the latter
after a severe illness. Doubtless he had tried to poison her.
Both these women gave evidence against him. His next
" wife " was Mrs. Spink, and so far as is definitely proved,
his first victim.
Once the evidence as to the deaths of the other two women
was admitted by the Judge, as in the case of George Smith,